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Captain Thomas Dolan began his career in Law Enforcement in 1981 when he 
joined the New York City Housing Authority Police Department, where he served with 
distinction until 1986. Captain Dolan thenjoined the Johnston Police Department in 
1995. Right from the beginning it was recognized that Tom had the qualities needed to be 
a good police officer. As a patrolman working the late shift on August 22, 1998, Officer 
Dolan was on his way to work in his personal vehicle. Officer Dolan observed a 
suspicious person running west on Hartford Avenue in Johnston towards his direction. 
Tom stopped to investigate the subject and the party immediately opened fire on Officer 
Dolan, striking him once in the head and once in the chest Fortunately for Officer Dolan 
he was wearing his body armor and the round to the chest was stopped. Officer Dolan 
was able to return fire, striking the assailant, who was able to flee but was apprehended a 
short distance away. Officer Dolan then learned that this party had committed an armed 
robbery in Providence earlier that night and was just involved in another robbery only a 
few hundred feet up the road where Officer Dolan first saw him running. 

Captain Dolan has exceled in all aspects of his career. He currently holds a 
Bachelor's Degree and a Master's Degree in Criminal Justice from Roger Williams 
University, he is certified by the FBI as a Hostage Negotiation/Crisis Intervention 
Negotiator, a certified Bureau of Criminal Investigation scene investigator, a Weapons of 
Mass Destruction Commander, and a certified Accident Reconstruction Specialist. 
Captain Dolan has also received several awards: the Johnston Police Department Medal 
of Honor, the Purple Heart, the Chief of Police Medal, the Military Service Medal with 3 
Gold Stars, the National Association of Police Officers 1999 Top Cop Award which was 
presented by President Bill Clinton, the Governor of Rhode Island Letter of Recognition, 
the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations Senate Citation, the State of Rhode 
Island Attorney General Citation, and the Johnston Town Council Award of Merit. In 
addition to Captain Dolan's police duties, he is also Coordinator of the Johnston Police 
Explorers Post #405. Captain Dolan also has an extensive military record. 


